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TO PAtfL FENIMORE COOPER, GENEVA, NEW YORK

Hall, Cooperstown, Nov. gth, 1843
My dear Paul,

You have doubtless heard, indirectly if not directly, of
the safe arrival of your sisters. They got home in good
season on Tuesday, after a tolerable passage from Fort
Plain. We were all delighted to see them, especially as
Caroline is looking so much better. Your mother, as
usual, spent one or two evenings in useless villages, and
that which Charlotte, with her German pedantry, calls
smouse, came and went several times, until a particular
chicken incurred great risks of martyrdom from my
masticators.

We have an early winter here, and throughout the
country, as I learn. The year 1796, the snow came in this
month, and it remained until April. Many persons, now,
have not gathered all their roots, particularly potatoes,
and it is not improbable that they will be lost. It is said
in this region that the potatoes this fall have the usual
disposition to decay. I wish you would inquire if the same
thing exists about Geneva. Remember, in getting your
' facts, they ought to be obtained precisely and with accu-
racy. A small collection of such facts is worth a dozen
large collections loosely obtained.

Ned has left us, after a five months' visit. His book is
not yet out, but will shortly appear. I think it will amuse
you, and I really believe its incidents to be substantially
true.

I have finished a lecture on the Battle of Lake Cham-
plain, to be read before the Historical Society of New
York, and am now at work on a review of the S-omers
mutiny case. This last would be soon finished had the
record of the Court Martial arrived. I expect it soon,reditors, contractors, and others of that clan,r
command a vessel of war, without marines. A mutinyibutes to
